[A case of recurrent gastrointestinal stromal tumor of the stomach with complete response to imatinib mesilate].
We report a patient who long had a complete response by chemotherapy with imatinib mesilate(IM)for locally recurrent gastrointestinal stromal tumor(GIST)of the stomach. On July 2000, a 58-year-old woman was pointed out to have anemia in the course of surveillance for malignant melanoma of skin. Endoscopic examination revealed continuous bleeding from a submucosal tumor with ulceration on the posterior wall of the stomach. After endoscopic homeostasis failed, emergency laparotomy was performed and a biopsy was also done. The diagnosis made was GIST from immunohistological findings of positive c-kit, positive CD34, negative HMB45, and negative S100. After diagnosis, total gastrectomy, distal pancreatectomy, and splenectomy were performed. On September 2003, a local recurrence was recognized, and then chemotherapy by 400 mg IM daily was started. After beginning with a dose of IM 400 mg daily, the reduction of the tumor was monitored. The IM dose then had to be reduced to 300 mg daily. Because of the adverse side effects of IM, systemic edema and body weight increased. After reduction of IM, the adverse reactions resolved promptly, and a complete response of the primary tumor has been maintained for 4 years 3 months.